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WHO WE ARE

[LLINOLS POLICY INSTITUTE

A nonpartisan, nonprofit research organization, the lllinois Policy
Institute’s mission is to transform liberty principles into marketable
policies that become law. The Institute’s vision is for lllinois to be

a beacon of prosperity that will shine across the Midwest and the
nation. To achieve these goals, the Institute generates practical policy
solutions to unleash lllinois’ talent and entrepreneurial ability.

[LLINOIS POLICY

A nonpartisan, nonprofit advocacy organization, lllinois Policy exists
to directly engage government officials on a vision of a freer, more
prosperous society.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ed Bachrach

Former Chairman and CEOQ,
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Partner in the Advisory
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Cognitive Capital LLC
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Former CEO and Founder, Avent
America Inc.
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Partner, Promus Equity Partners
LLC

Richard T. Weiss

Managing Director, Wells Capital
Management

John Tillman
Chief Executive Officer
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Matt Paprocki
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Manager of Media Relations

Melanie Krakauer
Manager of Media Relations
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Eric Kohn
Marketing Manager
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Chief Economist
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Policy Analyst
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Jim Long Chris Lentino
Director of Government Affairs Manager of Chicago Outreach
Ari Shroyer

Government Affairs Associate

OPERATIONS

Lou Stone Jean Hutton

Chief Financial Officer Director of Operations

Michelle Mathia
Facilities Coordinator
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Human Resources Manager
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Emily Rose McCallister Natalie Bezek

Vice President of External Director of Investor Relations
Relations

Nicholas Farrar Sherry Street

External Relations Associate External Relations Officer
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External Relations Manager
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Legislative Analyst

Jordan Sperando
Executive Assistant
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Director of External Relations
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External Relations Officer
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FIGHTING THE TAX HIKE

As the year wore on, pressure continued to mount to pass a compromise budget plan. And over
Independence Day weekend, the General Assembly passed a budget package that included a 32
percent state income tax increase.

The budget and the nearly $5 billion tax hike it includes are bad for lllinois. It continues the same
policies that created the crisis and does nothing to address the state’s out-of-control spending. Indeed,
despite billions in new revenue, this budget was still out of balance by more than $1 billion.

But the tax hike also became an animating point for the public. Despite the vote occurring over a
holiday weekend, we saw unprecedented levels of engagement. Over the seven days leading up to the
override vote:

OUR TOP BLOG WAS
“HOW MUCH WILL THE §5 BILLION TAX
HIKE COST YOUR FAMILY?" WITH
OVER 90,000 VIEWS

37,085 PEOPLE EMAILED THEIR
STATE LAWMAKER THROUGH
OUR CONTACT TOOL

WE HAD OVER 585,000 VISITORS
T0 OUR SITE, AN INCREASE OF 220%
FROM THE PREVIOUS 13 DAYS

CREATING MEGHANISMS OF AGCOUNTABILITY

From the very beginning, our goal with the lllinois Policy Institute and lllinois Policy was to put
mechanisms of accountability in place — those who seek to put lllinois on a path to prosperity should
succeed, and those who threaten it should fail.

Following the summer's tax hike fight, we saw the power of these mechanisms to bring historic change
to Springfield.

Just one year into the current General Assembly, nine of the 15 Republicans who voted for the tax
hike have announced they will not run for re-election. Another 25 lawmakers have either resigned their
seats or will not be holding on to their seats in the next General Assembly.

This is an exodus unlike anything Springfield insiders have ever seen.

And it's a sign that change is coming to Springfield. Taxpayers’ voices are finally being heard — and
they're louder than ever.

ILLINOIS’ POLITICAL EXODUS

REP. DAN BEISER

Resigned

REP. BARBARA FLYNN CURRIE

Not running for re-election

REP. SCOTT DRURY

Running for office outside
General Assembly

REP. LAURA FINE

Running for different General

Assembly office

REP. EMILY MCASEY

Resigned

REP. ELAINE NEKRITZ

Resigned

REP. BRANDON PHELPS

Resigned

REP. AL RILEY

Not running for re-election

REP. CAROL SENTE

Not running for re-election

REP. JULIANA STRATTON

Running for office outside
General Assembly

REP. CYNTHIA SOTO

Running for office outside
General Assembly

REP. LITESA WALLACE

Running for office outside
General Assembly
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REP. STEVE ANDERSSON

Not running for re-election

REP. PATTI BELLOCK

Not running for re-election

REP. JOHN CAVALETTO

Not running for re-election

REP. MIKE FORTNER

Not running for re-election

REP. DAVID HARRIS

Mot running for re-election

REP. CHAD HAYS

Not running for re-election

REP. JEANNE IVES

Running for office outside
General Assembly

REP. SARA WOJCICKI JIMENEZ

Not running for re-election

REP. BILL MITCHELL

Not running for re-election

REP. REGGIE PHILLIPS

Not running for re-election

REP. BOB PRITCHARD

Not running for re-election

REP. BRIAN STEWART

Running for different General

Assembly office

REP. BARB WHEELER

Mot running for re-election

SEN. DANIEL BISS

Running for office outside
General Assembly

SEN. JAMES CLAYBORNE

Not running for re-election

SEN. BILL HAINE

Mot running for re-election

SEN. DONNE TROTTER
Resigned

SENATE

SEN. PAM ALTHOFF

Mot running for re-election

SEN. TIM BIVINS

Met running for re-election

SEN. SAM MCCANN

Mot running for re-election

SEN. KYLE MCCARTER

Mot running for re-election

SEN. CHRISTINE RADOGNO
Resigned

Cast at least one vote for 2017 income tax hike

Mote: Last updated Jan, 30, 2018

@illinoispolicy
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Thankfully, lllinois Policy was on the front lines of
this fight.

The county’s penny-per-ounce “soda tax” is no
more. And lllinoisans across the state should take
heart.

Even the most powerful machine politicians —
including House Speaker Mike Madigan — are not
above the wrath of the voting public. The repeal of
the Cook County soda tax shows that Illinoisans
from across the ideological spectrum are ready
for a change.

PAYING THE PRIGE

The fall of the sweetened beverage tax serves
as a prime example of political activism at the
grassroots level. Elected officials felt the anger of

taxpayers. And Cook County commissioners were
forced to flip their votes in an attempt to avoid
electoral defeat.

When Cook County implemented its sweetened
beverage tax on Aug. 2, 2017, soda in Chicago
became some of the most expensive in the nation.
Until its repeal on Dec. 1, 2017, a $2.49 2-liter
bottle of soda cost $3.49, an effective combined
tax rate of 40 percent.

Cook County’'s soda tax and others like it were
implemented under the guise of improving public
health. But voters knew this was little more than a
cash grab designed to avoid necessary spending
reforms.

Shortly after its implementation, one poll commis-
sioned by the lllinois Manufacturers’ Association
found nearly 87 percent of Cook County residents
disapproved of the tax, and in the same poll 80
percent said they believed the tax was being done
strictly for money and not for public health.

But outrage alone doesn’t get results.

lllinois Policy was ready to capture residents’

NEW THIS MORNING

SWEETENED BEVERAGE TAX FIGHT u

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MDUNT REPEAL EFFORT

anger to produce real change, partnering with
the chief sponsor of the soda tax repeal, Com-
missioner Sean Morrison, R-Palos Park, to tailor
our approach to generate support for the repeal.
In order to give policymakers an alternative to
nickel-and-diming residents, we produced unique
research showing how Cook County’s budget
problems stemmed from massive growth in pay-
rolls. In fact, the county could have saved $1.7
billion if payroll per worker had grown at the rate
of median household income since 2001.

Before the soda tax repeal was put to vote, Chris
Lentino, manager of Chicago outreach, took to
local Chicago media to drum up support and
remind Chicagoans they already pay five different
beverage taxes. His message advocating for small
business owners and taxpayers alike aired on the
WCIU TV morning show and WVON radio.

Through robocalls and targeted social media ads,
we were able to direct Cook County residents to
the appropriate channels to achieve legislative
success. Ultimately, all but two commissioners
voted to repeal the soda tax.

The choice before commissioners became clear:
Repeal the sweetened beverage tax or lose your
job. Lawmakers listened because taxpayers spoke
up. Even Madigan’s hand-picked county commis-
sioner flipped his vote in favor of the repeal.

In addition to traditional approaches, the soda tax
proved to be the appropriate channel to roll out
our newest creation: Chris from Chicago. This
character was created to educate and engage a
younger audience to take action on policy initia-
tives. On social media, this project generated over
a quarter of a million video views, over 10,000
likes and shares, and nearly 3,000 comments on
the soda tax issue alone.

WHAT THIS MEANS

Commissioners proved in November that they
could replace revenue from the sweetened bev-
erage tax with cuts. The 2018 budget eliminated
more than 1,000 vacant positions and reduced
staff to fill a $200 million budget gap. While good
news for taxpayers, there is significantly more
work to do to fix Cook County.

The soda tax fight gave lllinois Policy a perfect
platform to propose needed reforms, such as
introducing a 401(k)-style alternative to failing
pension funds, addressing local spending and
eliminating tax increment financing districts.

The fight does not end with the soda tax, howev-
er. As state and local governments in lllinois face
continuing budget crises, elected officials will try
to hit up tapped-out taxpayers rather than tackle
needed reforms.

Thankfully, taxpayers fought back to stop their
efforts. And they should continue to recall the les-
sons learned from the soda tax. Meanwhile, lllinois
Policy will continue to fight for the change needed
to truly fix spending problems within local govern-
ments across lllinois.

Chicago soft drink tax
$0.07 (3%)
$0.26
$0.67

BASE PRICE $3.49
$2.49

TOTAL COST



.....‘..._
..........-
V e ..O.........-
E ..............-
ED RY _,_r; ooouooooooooooo
4 - - .C................
U molen oo»ooooonooonoo
T G G ooo ooo»»oooooo»««
wha A H oo««oooo«o»«o»«»o
. vs -I- II_ u»oooo««oouoouooo»u.
oV en w I n : ouooooooooooooooo»on:oooo“
S t er it hy N .....................Q. .... ..-.
ud th c ‘ I : ooooou»»«u»»“«»«» o’ el
14 ents . o - : :ZZZ::::Z::ZZ:: "::ZZ::::::::::::..
S aears i ou R | L uuoouuonoo ooooooo»ooooooooo
n dS. o] J[rs E |- nooooouoouoo oooooooooooooooooo
o Bu he ta G N ¢ ..ooo..oon.o ooou«oooooooo«o
ar 1 e rt A U o.ouoooouoou «n«u«“n«n
enpe du 15 R I .uouoooouno A oooooooooooooooooo
ts .rh ca y [] S ...u.uuouu n oooooooooooooooooo
Ina i e : ...uuuoouu In d oonoooooooooooo o
IpS 10 a A a °° °° ooou
Il mn rs E E ooooooooooooooo si y ft 0.00 .00 .0 o
noi o of a -oo-ooooooooooo thgn g er .0..0000.0..0.000.
. e . i R ':::::::::::: ire :d“;t yes "::::::::::::::::..
pOir c e nuoonu ed n ati P 0 rs ooooo.oooooooooooo
| oooo.aoo W-O | 1 0 ® ® ® .0
e FHl ES 0 H:Cat:" e i "3:5555:55:5::55::..
y,ns S uo:o pr, One r Cein
n e UAN | - ar;’si:h | abteher?%?w;he "35:55555555555::..
€ r;/]e y | R E o nat,art-mow . to irst 0 ra g ooooooooooooooooooo
m” a 'o'a'Tl e t,n |ArO
ad aSJ[. H . o frsh n | h-t sc |me u ooooooooooooooooooo
e d itu ai i S cr ISW a eo‘fsS nd ooooooo.ooooooooooo
e t il p gi e 0 p e
th t e ° in IS i d,m rk e e th mW oooooo.ooooooooo.oo
e r:e ha Z |- _ Th g [;invenlt aeas: T th;ere | b|;rk 0000000000000000000
oo | EN - e ub*ur*oga”s e rin I o ":::::::::::::::::..
al et u ooco st derO IC n nons ha la ai III| €s SS ho ooooo ooooooooooooo
ca h gh G . a ro ntgr SCWi n ts ti w lin l’]O-t 1 ed ol 000.00...0.0.......
o 0 :::::::... . vorg o ar o bpro;atndca. ros. o
bygh g n .oo.oo.o-oooa. ° th op n Wi ol e it etlvidls Cﬁth Cl'end oi oooooooooooooooooo.
S r ve E noooooo.ooco...o el pOd I|| Sygiv sc ax u fo OOOU di GCe ooo.o.ooo'ooooooooo
haeS "coooco..cooo-oo i si its of st € h e al r Is Salt oV. h oooooooooooooooo..c
r'ePa . no'ti fe enossa a”sc'as ]
'“girhchfent :::::::::::::::: isoEnr;assr N e a;;hagnd$75 e go?arucco ":::::::::::::::
» .oooo-oooo.oo r i (o] i m 0‘000000
pamds ch '?::‘:':":'::' d“faTaﬁe'fi;ch atvtveﬁcgizfis”io avigifhepRE o "::::fffff ff:ff:...
rieu‘t oi :0:.0:0:.::.:..: ionoW as an nd omnt'of €s nt C-in prunelll' """".' .....‘..
S reC .o.oooooooooo € 9 e n 7 se a h co 0 inoi '0'. ..
OfaCe :::ooooooooooooo Asgfuan éng priVaS‘tg 05 CS V)\(/-C ancmegr; oIS, 00: 00: ::::::::OO
h | u r e r e m
p..o..ooooooooo. OCifOrsp op te dega n‘tlll Ed atch. Si o:o.:o:::::::::::::
'.::::.::::::::: ati CeeC.Po Schh‘t niZS 0 elt S a il- n :-o:ooooooooooooc
................ n. S |y .un. Ocu io thbl o re ooooo.oo.oooooooc
u | r e | ocooooooooooooool
nooooooooo-ooooo Chlmlty S rens e t a at
'::::::'::‘:'::' e S ol i ::::::'::::::::::
:......:..:.:..: th Ss.tho hey |Oeslar Cep o..-oo.oooo.ooooc
.::.:::..:...... e (I:Vhe :sa Ir cﬁkgdéiorve ......o..ooooo:ol
PY .. ...... . ooooo.ooo.o... .l
:.....0.0‘0.9.00 ICaeatndS oice inholdo_ ‘ '“'""""""
................ g c ) . 'to' -'-oo.o-ooooooooc
.::::::::::::::o 0 TZnST " ..........o.ooco-
» ° | H .o-..caao-o.n...l
'............... Thﬂ aC:elrnol .........o.oo.oo‘
..........‘..... Elu InS er|n S ....--o.-.ooo..ol
.ooooooooooo”uo 82 din titu S 8 t . . .. . .
.ouooon»uooon ¢h 1) e n-h o o S T
.ooo«oo«ooo«uu fa ail ha ' .. . - ‘
y yn § on
"::::::::::::::::.. ’ ua$ak";aue g g
“::::::::::::::::.. 2 gm?E: " -
oooo«ooo«onuu atho:.e)- fJa| c el .
oo:::o o:oooo:oon its ailyase L° L e
.:::.::::.::::::.. sy ::12111
“::::::::::::::::.. i 3?13331-
"::::::::::::::::.. ‘“fenshcnﬂ;cah :::::::::
"::::::::::::::::.. :::t::::t:'.
°°::::::::::::::::.. i :::::::::.:
ooo»»oonnu o’ BS 1|T G;lﬂri . e e
oooooooouoooonu a ic es S . L
oooooooo»ooo noo ' th;lgu'suf ot e S .
ooooooooo«oo «oo pub 8o ude - . .
":Z:::::Z:::IZIZ:.. itha s IZI"' ’
oo»oooooo»ooou. igh sl[lﬂ v? i pa
"::::::::::::::::.. s
"::::::::::::::::.. i ::::::.--
ooooooo»o»ooono Bi re 0is, i i ot
":'::::::::::::::.. g""ﬂfnﬂﬂ'u'r"- ::::::..:.. |
'::::::::::::::::.. ‘ :::::::::::::: .
"::::::::::::::::.. :::::::::::
....‘........... [} o--oo.oo:..o..-..
"::::::::::::f:::.. :::::::::::::::‘:
....‘....‘........ Q.O.o-ooov-oao..o
.................. .ocooo--oo..ao...
...............OQQ .Qoo..o.-o.n..;.‘
............O..OO. Oo.oco.ooc-.--.n.
“::::::::::::::::::::-
.‘::::::::: ::::::::o.ooaooo'c
....... o .oooooncoo--o-
”:::ZEZE:ZIZZIZZ‘Z""'
“::::: ::z;::::::i.:
“:::::'::::::;E'.
ooooo.ouod
0.0.0000‘::
°°::::§>
“;;i



16

ADVANGING WORKER
FREEDOM

This year, the lllinois Policy Institute, along with our litigation partner, the Liberty Justice Center, led the
fight against forced unionization.

BRINGING THE FIGHT TO THE U.S. SUPREME GOURT

In September 2017, the Liberty Justice Center received word that the U.S. Supreme Court agreed to
hear its case, Janus v. AFSCME. If successful, the case would effectively provide right to work for ev-
ery government worker nationwide.

This case is a historic fight for workers’ rights.

In 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court heard a similar case, Friedrichs v. California Teachers Association. At
that time, it was widely believed the plaintiffs — teachers who objected to paying forced union fees —
would prevail. But the death of Justice Antonin Scalia in 2016 led to a 4-4 tie vote.

Oral arguments will take place in February 2018,
with a decision coming before June 25, 2018.

DEFENDING LOCAL
RIGHT TO WORK

The lllinois Policy Institute worked with the Lin-
colnshire Village Board in December 2015 to
enact lllinois’ first local right-to-work ordinance,
which applies to all private-sector workers in the
village. Shortly after the law passed, four unions
filed a lawsuit in federal court to fight the ordi-
nance. Our litigation partner, the Liberty Justice
Center, is representing the village board in the ongoing case.

P

But rather than allow this issue to make its way through the courts, lawmakers sought to enact legisla-
tion that would ban local governments from passing right to work.
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0%%.%% %" Despite immense union pressure, the Illinois Policy Institute worked with the Lincolnshire village hoard to passa [~ ... - .

:.:.:. . .:.:.: . local right-to-work ordinance. And now, our litigation partner, the Liberty Justice Center, continues to defend the

1%0%%%%.%. %" ordinance in federal court. e e e
eteletetete %" In fact, the bill didn't just prohibit local right-to-work zones. It would have held
S criminally liable any official who violates that prohibition. ULt
:°:°:°:':‘:°:°:' lllinois Policy launched a proactive media and marketing campaign to stop ', e
.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: the bill. As part of this effort, a number of influential editorial boards, includ- :.:- -----
P Tt ing Crain’s Chicago Business — which has not traditionally supported labor ULttt
:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:. reform — came out in support of local right to work. ’. L
.'.:.:.:.:.‘::.: In the end, lawmakers failed to gather the votes needed to pass the bill. This .'. : :
2 %% % % was a tremendous win for the future of lllinois — and possibly the nation. Lttt
Tetetetetete e e By defeating this bill, we ensured the courts are able to decide the legality of LT
T local right to work ordinances. Bt
':°:':':':':':‘: This, coupled with a potential win in Janus v. AFSCME, would significantly RN
Teseseleteteee change the landscape for worker freedom in lllinois as well as in the 21 other
R P forced-unionization states across the country. e e e
b e o e e e e e d Lttt Tt L
DO I IO As Crain’s Political Columnist Greg Hinz first reported Oct. 18, Illinois fell out of the running for LI
Tecelele’eTe ee a prized 4,000-job assembly plant that Japanese automakers Toyota and Mazda are planning to
.:.'.'.‘.‘.'.‘.' build in the United States - and the Land of Lincoln’s failure to adopt a right-to-work law was Lttt
20%%%%%" a factor in the manufacturers’ decision. By allowing municipalities to set their own labor rules,
:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:. Rochelle, for instance, might have stayed in the running. Instead, the automakers chose three
1%0%% %% %" right-to-work states as finalists.
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lllinois Policy’s community is unlike any other in the state.

We reach tens of thousands of lllinoisans each day on social media. We keep them apprised of how
poor policy choices have driven the state down a dangerous path. We produce award-winning stories
to let them know they aren't alone in their plight. And we provide real, actionable steps for them to be a
part of writing Illinois’ comeback story.

Best of all, our reach continues to expand, with our digital audience numbering 400,000 per month.

That reach is much more than just a number. In 2017, our community rallied behind a Decatur mom
seeking policy change to give her a second shot at success, raised more than $20,000 for a chess
team in need and sent tens of thousands of emails and phone calls to lawmakers who had betrayed
their interests.

As our team grows, we're tackling new projects and reaching new audiences each day. Our latest
storytelling work, “Forgotten lllinois,” is already making waves across the state.

Unlike career lawmakers in lllinois, the power of the lllinois Policy Institute is not borne of privilege or
patronage. Our strength comes from the voice of our community. And they're only getting stronger.

5.2 MILLION B‘N'le“g'bh:E[']“ g 4.5 MILLON
WEBSITE VISITS VIEWS . REACTIONS

YOUR STORY

DEAVAY TYLER
A&D PROPERTY SERVIGES
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

TERESA FIORANTE
DES PLAINES, ILLINOIS

TOM PINCUSPY
AURORA, ILLINOIS
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GIVING VOIGE TO THE VOIGELESS

What's happening in lllinois? The response to
this question often centers on politicians and the
style of dysfunctional politics that has become
synonymous with Chicago and Springfield.

But behind the political drama are some of the
most over-burdened taxpayers in the country,
suffering under lagging economic growth and the
sight of their friends and neighbors fleeing for
better opportunities in different states.

More so than politicians, they have stories that
need to be told.

“Forgotten lllinois” seeks to tell those stories.

Our ongoing series is traveling the state to talk
to lllinoisans prone to being overlooked. Through
those travels, we've been able to hear stories that
get the core of what lllinoisans are facing, both
their struggles and their aspirations.

That mission is resonating with lllinoisans, with
the series earning nearly 700,000 video views in
2017.

Our first episode took us to Newton, lllinois, in
downstate Jasper County. The city of just under
3,000 has a story familiar to much of downstate
[llinois and much of America’s rust belt: Jobs, and

people, are leaving. Competitive pressures from
neighboring Indiana — as well as lllinois’ unfriendly
jobs climate — present a real challenge for the
small town.

And yet, thanks to the small town feel and pride,
Newton sticks together. Every resident has each
other's back and is committed to doing all they
can to make the city work, even if Springfield isn't
listening.

“One thing that's always amazed me about
Newton is how people take care of each other,
said Scott Bierman, owner of Newton's own PS
Realty. “Most of the people here have lived in
Jasper County their whole life ... The biggest
concerns [for residents] are probably that our jobs
don't leave and the property taxes being too high!

Our second episode took us nearly 300 miles
north to four small-to-midsize towns of similar
makeup, hugging one of Lake County’s many
bodies of water. Round Lake, Round Lake Beach,
Round Lake Heights and Round Lake Park all
share similar names, appearances and character
but are divided by different governments. That
means four mayors, four village boards and
administrators, and four police departments.

Just by consolidating duplicative jobs between
Round Lake and Round Lake Beach, taxpayers
could save up to $3 million each year — and this is
in a county with the highest property taxes in the
state.

‘Round Lake, Round Lake Heights, Round Lake
Park, Round Lake Beach — they're all one big
conglomerate of Round Lake, but they don't want
to form into one Round Lake because three of the
mayors and three of the village boards and three
of the chiefs of police would lose their job," said
Ken Slove, owner of Lovin Oven Cakery in Round
Lake Beach. “So, they would rather take taxpayer
dollars and pay themselves”

“Forgotten lllinois” has also taken us to Metropolis,
a southern lllinois city on the Kentucky border
with a rich history, unique present and unknown
future. In the middle of the city, a 15-foot-tall
Superman statue greets visitors, right next to a
Superman museum. Much like Newton and the
pressures from Indiana, Metropolis has to deal

with the competitive pressures of Kentucky and
the more thriving and robust business climate on
the other side of lllinois’ southern neighbor.

But its unique character matters, and residents
are hopeful the future can be bright for their small
town if the state turns around with it. Lori Nichols,
owner of Summers Riverview Mansion Bed and
Breakfast, wants to be part of that future.

‘Everyone in the community is putting into the
community,” she said. “And Superman is here. How
can you not like Superman?”

Most recently, “Forgotten lllinois” looked at Illinois’
second-largest city, Aurora. While it's home to
about 200,000 residents, it hasn't always felt

like Aurorans are living in the same city. East and
west Aurora — divided by a river — have also been
divided by opportunity. But now, with a new mayor,
new ideas and citizen-led efforts, Aurora residents
are determined to change that, bridge the gaps
and become one city.
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‘| think now we're focusing on making it
one Aurora,’” said Aurora Mayor Richard
Irvin. “No matter if you live on the East
Side or the West Side ... we're all

one Aurora. We're trying to break the
stereotype, the stigma of our divisions.
And bring it all together”

These stories are not what lawmakers
consider when debating policies that
more often than not have increased the
state’s tax burden, killed jobs and pushed
lifelong lllinoisans out of state. But these
are real stories of real people hoping for
a better future.

Our series will continue to travel the
Prairie State to listen to the lllinoisans
Springfield and Chicago aren't hearing.
Their stories carry crucial weight in
advancing needed reforms — far more
than exhausted political bickering.

JUST REWARD: GHANGING LIVES

THROUGH GRIMINAL JUSTIGE REFORM

Lisa Creason was a single mom on a mission:
become a registered nurse and forge a brighter
financial future for herself and her family. In 2017,
the Decatur native finally saw her dream come
true. Lisa’s new nursing license doubled her
hourly wage overnight.

How? Reform championed by the lllinois Policy
Institute.

Despite working as a certified nursing assistant
for nearly a decade and passing her nursing
courses with flying colors, Lisa was denied access
to the final test she needed to get her license to
be become a nurse — all because of a crime she
committed as a teenager. More than 20 years
prior, Lisa had stolen money from a sandwich
shop cash register in a moment of desperation.

But that crime continued to haunt a woman who
by all accounts had transformed her life. It was
preventing her from taking a job for which she
was qualified and needed to give her family the
life she knew they deserved.

F.

JRRECTIONAL: CENTER
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Creason’s struggle took the form of Senate

Bill 42. The bill would allow those with forcible
felonies on their records (other than sexual
offenses) to seek waivers from the state to
obtain health care worker licenses, provided the
convictions occurred more than five years prior to
applying for a waiver. After passing the General
Assembly and receiving Gov. Bruce Rauner’s
signature, SB 42 took effect January 2017.

Finally free to take her nursing exam, Lisa passed.
She was elated.

“Without the lllinois Policy Institute, | would not
have been putting on my nursing uniform today,’
Lisa said.

In 2018, the lllinois Policy Institute will continue
to fight for criminal justice reform — prioritizing
rehabilitation and success over punitive measures
that reinforce a costly cycle of recidivism.




MAKING KINGS AND QUEENS IN ENGLEWOOD
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Joe Ocol represents the best of what lllinois has
to offer. And the same goes for lllinoisans across
the state who gave generously to fund Joe’s work
throughout 2017.

Joe is special. Each weekday morning, he drives

an hour to work as a math teacher at Earle STEM
Academy on Chicago's South Side. And each day
after work, he leads a nationally renowned chess
team from an area with no shortage of struggles.

“There is a lot of talent in Englewood," Joe said of
the neighborhood where he teaches. “They just
need an opportunity to shine’

Unfortunately, not everyone values his service

to the community. During the Chicago Teachers
Union’s one-day strike in 2016, Joe refused to
stay home. He went to work — teaching math
during the day and chess after school. For this, he
was expelled from the union.

But that hasn't slowed him or his team down. They
continued to take home hardware from local, state
and national tournaments.

Unfortunately before Thanksgiving, funding for
Joe's team had all but dried up.

But lllinoisans heard of the team’s need, and

they acted. In the wake of Joe's story appearing
on illinoispolicy.org in 2017, more than $20,000
in donations poured in. And it wasn't just from
Chicago. Funding came from all parts of the state,
as far north as Lake County and as far south as
McLean County.

Thanks to the generosity of the lllinois Policy
Institute community, Earle students brought back
three trophies from the U.S. Chess Federation
SuperNationals tournament in Nashville — the
largest chess tournament in history. In addition,
captain Tamya Fultz took home two first place
trophies from the 2017 National K-12 Grade
Chess Championships in Lake Buena Vista,
Florida.

“We receive through giving,” Joe said. “If there
has been one life saved in all these years, that is
something to cherish’

AWARD-WINNING
STORYTELLING

We've worked hard for years to position ourselves as one of the best sourc-
es for news and media throughout lllinois. Nowhere was that work more
evident than at the Union League Club this spring, where the lllinois Policy
Institute took home two Lisagor Awards.

The Chicago Headline Club nominates talented writers, filmmakers and
illustrators for its coveted Lisagor Award each year, and the nominees rep-
resent the best of the best in Chicago and lllinois journalism. With a total
of 14 nominations, our team was among the likes of the Chicago Tribune,
Bloomberg News, NBC 5, WGN, NPR and more.

For the past four years running, our team has brought home a Lisagor
Award. In 2017, the Headline Club recognized our groundbreaking story-
telling work and the power of our digital audience in awarding Director of
Content Strategy Austin Berg Lisagors for “Best Individual Blog” and “Best
Individual Blog Post”

In May 2017, the Illinois Policy Institute received 14 nominations and took home two Lisagor awards for outstanding
work in lllinois journalism.
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2014

WEBSITE VISITS

\

2017

0

January

February
March
April

May
June

July
August

September
October

November

December

SOCIAL MEDIA

INTERACTIONS™ 2,164,133 | 3,075,214 | 4109933 | 4,518,146 9.9%
UNIQUE USERS 1,373,765 | 2,700,762 | 3,215638 | 3199414 | -0.5%
IMPRESSIONS 117,115,333 | 194,105,618 | 238,014,445 | 294,656,645 |  23.8%

*Interaction: Retweet, @mention, reaction, share or comment

—TAKE AGTION 2017

PETITION SIGNATURES | 47,696
EMAILS TO LAWMAKERS | 60,523
CALLS TO LAWMAKERS | 17,495
TOTAL 129,114

FACEBOOK

ENGAGED USERS 2,673,771 | 5,706,281 | 7.941,085 | 10,504,943 | 32.3%
TOTAL REACH N/A 60,953,948 | 129,766,305 | 137,869,998 6.3%
REACTIONS 1,098,000 | 2,061,940 | 2183093 | 2,347,724 1.5%

FOLLOWERS 31,497 33,943 33,112 31,222 6.0%

TOTAL 425,223 488,957 | 10,430,330 | 11,393,043 8.6%

LIST SIZE 90,073 96,385 123,190

130,940 4.1%
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OUTMIGRATION

It's no secret that many lllinois families choose to leave the state THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

A ﬂﬁ TR X . after suffering from high property taxes, lack of opportunity and
.g.ﬁf%g},xxé:«néggtﬁ}:ﬂ:::m‘"‘ low wage growth. At the end of 2017, data from the U.S. Census
"‘H' Jeelcetheles 2"
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35aceay : s Bureau revealed lllinois had suffered one of the steepest pop- - Illinois: Land of Leaving
ulation declines in the nation, fueled by nearly 115,000 lllinois- The public-union exemplar leads the US: in out-migration.
ans leaving for other states on net. Meanwhile, none of Illinois’

neighboring states saw population loss. We used these statistics

to remind the media of the plight of lllinoisans while advocating THE WALL STREET JOURNAL,

for needed reforms. o

In two editorials warning lllinois lawmakers to stop driving tax- Illinois Drives People Away
payers away with tax hikes, the Wall Street Journal cited lllinois B o yer migration cuniuies from the Ll of Ever Higher Teias

Policy Institute analysis of data on lllinois’ loss of population and
income to other states.

Chicago Tribune
As we broke the news that lllinois lost its title as the fifth-largest I
state in the nation, Orphe and Austin took to TV, radio and news- ke
paper media across the state. In a compelling interview with the Illinois drops from the
Chicago Tribune, Orphe reminded readers that outmigration is fifth-largest state to No. 6

the state’s biggest budget problem. As residents flee, there are
fewer lllinoisans left to pay the bills. Pieces from his interview
were picked up and republished in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
and the Daily Caller.

EARNED MEDIA

THE ECONOMY W PRINT: 2,737

With the addition of our Chief Economist Orphe Divounguy, we've been able to expose the truth about LUl oL
lllinois’ economy, showing the clear need for policy solutions that reduce the state and local tax burden TELEVISION: 584
lllinoisans face, while also jumpstarting the state’s economy and creating more opportunity for resi- '
dents.

Il RADID: 409

Orphe set the record straight on lllinois’ economy in a strong debut opinion piece in Crain’s Chica-

go Business in November, which detailed how lllinois’ economic and employment growth rates have TOTAL MEDIA HITS: 5569
lagged behind the rest of the nation for decades. Director of Content Strategy Austin Berg bolstered s
Orphe's economic research with clear and persuasive appearances with WGN's Paul Lisnek. Austin

appeared on the “Behind the Curtain” podcast and on the WGN news show “Politics Tonight” to discuss

the need for fairness and responsibility in fiscal and economic policies.

The lllinois Policy Institute and Illinois Policy had over 5,500 media placements in 2017 — ranging from
national media, such as Fox Business, Forbes and The Wall Street Journal, to targeted local media,
such as the Belleville News-Democrat, the State Journal-Register and the Daily Herald.
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FINANGIAL REPORT

NUMBER OF DONORS

2007 - 2017
ANNUAL INGOME | Iilinois Policy Institute |  Illinois Policy 2500
INDIVIDUAL 87,664,5”79 84,941,86318 - lllinois Policy Institute []
’ B llinois Policy ]
FOUNDATIONS $398.944.00 d
CORPORATE $926.000.00 1,300 I -
IN-KIND $122,328.00 - B
OTHER $344.451.85 $828.64
TOTAL $8,596,235.64 | $4,942,691.82 5”" B
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Note: Overall operations resulted in a small surplus. Due to important projects in 2017 at
the lllinois Policy Institute, we spent a portion of our reserve funds resulting in a modest
deficit in that column. We will replenish those funds in 2018.



LOOKING AHEAD

| hope you enjoyed reading about how your investment in the lllinois Policy Institute and lllinois Policy is
changing the future of the state of lllinois.

Together, we are fighting to write lllinois’ comeback story. We are working to reduce taxation and build an
economy that will grow jobs and expand opportunities for everyone in lllinois, especially the poor and disad-
vantaged.

As we look ahead to 2018, we have an opportunity to build on the amazing momentum that we have creat-
ed this year.

The lllinois Policy Institute will be publishing groundbreaking policy reports, exposing the corruption of llli-
nois’ burdensome property tax system and providing critical research against politicians’ attempts to pass a
“progressive” income tax hike.

The U.S. Supreme Court will hear Janus v. AFSCME, a case represented by our litigation partner, the Liberty
Justice Center. If the case is successful — and we have reason to believe it will be — public sector workers
will no longer be forced to pay union fees. Our team will be prepared to educate government workers on
their newfound rights.

In 2018, we will also continue to grow our community to build the largest state-based free market com-
munity in the country. Our network of engaged citizens provides positive pressure on lawmakers to enact
needed legislation and holds lawmakers accountable for bad decisions.

Most importantly, our approach is centered on results. By crafting and passing legislation, we do more than
raise awareness about the problems facing lllinois; we are implementing solutions.

Thank you for your support and partnership. | look forward to an amazing year ahead.

Gratefully,

MF e

Matt Paprocki
Executive Vice President
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